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Stevens Linen Works Historic District, Dudley, Mass.

Lecture at The Black Tavern

Saturday, April 24, 2010  -- 4:00-5:00 pm

[image: image1.emf]The program will cover the history of the former Stevens Linen Works, established in 1846 and in continuous operation to the end of the 20th century. The company was the first, and the only successful and long-lived, manufacturer in the United States to make linen products from raw material to woven cloth. The principal surviving buildings were constructed during the Civil War, and the complex includes several mill buildings, office, warehouses, bleach house, and mill ponds. The historic stone mill itself is wonderfully well-preserved and one of the most handsome mills in New England. The focus will be the early history of the company, and the buildings themselves and how they compare to other mill buildings of their day. 

The Lecture at the Black Tavern in Dudley Center (about 2 miles from the mill), where Sara Costa and Michael Branniff will present “Stevens Linen: an Enlightened Industrial and Civic Tradition.” Mike, a member of the Dudley Historical Commission, will discuss the founder of the mill, Henry Hale Stevens, and the long-serving (1877-1907) agent of the mill, Elias P. Morton. Sara Costa is part of the Crawford family, whose connection to the mill dates to the 1860s, as workers, agents, and in 1939, as part of Stevens Linen Associates, owners of the mill. She will talk about the Crawford family’s history in Dudley and involvement with the mill, and production at the mill during Crawford ownership in the 20th century. There will be refreshments at the historic Black Tavern. Former mill employees and townspeople have been invited. 

